Dic k Kent

Thi s small branch library is the lat est addition to
the growing librar y system of the city of Albuquerque.
Enclosing approxima tely 7,000 square feet of air
conditioned space, the plan places the circulation desk
near the main entry yet commanding a view and controllin g all parts of the libra ry. It was further desirable that the Librarian's office and workroom also
ha ve visual control of the readin g areas . Th e children's readin g area was necessaril y separated from
the adult reading ar ea and stac k area . Th e workroomoffice area should also have a view of the entrance to
the toilet facilities. Th e program required a method
by which a portion of the library could be closed off
for community meetings whil e the other portions of
the building were locked. Becaus e of careful planning, it is possible for one or two people to control the
en tire building.

SAN PEDRO BRANCH LIBRARY

for the City of Albuquerque

Perh aps the facto r which exerted th e stronges t
control on the building's exterior appearance was the
decision to use a minimum amount of glass. Yet from

John Reed, AlA, Architect
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the inside, it is important that this glass area be as important visually as possible. Maintenance, inside and
out, has always been a probl em with the city's branch
librari es; this provid ed the reason for the simple exterior treatment as well as for the simple landscaping.
The landscaping is achieved by a series of concrete
slab islands with openings for plan ts and trees. Parking
for 40 automobiles is provided with the same landscaping scheme carrying into this area also.
The ceiling height is constant throughout except
in thr ee areas: the Story Hour ( children's reading ),
the Gallery ( adult lounge) , and the Adult Readin g
Lounge. These areas have high ceilings to provide
clerestory lighting, and from the exterior their position
can be seen clearly.
Construction cost for the building was approxi18

mately $108,000. Library equipment and furni shings
cost about $25,000. Carpetin g ( of all areas except the
entry-circulation, the office-workroom , stora ge, and
toilet areas ) was ' an additional $6,000.
Construction is load-b earin g masonry walls with
a Trus-Joist roof system and a slab floor on compacted
fill. Mechanical equipment is set in a parapeted area
above the workroom and librarian's office. All exterior walls, both inside and out , are sprayed with a
heavily textured cementitious coating. Th e majority of
interior walls also received this treatm ent.
Designed to contain 25,000 volumes, the initial
allotm ent of books numbers only 7,500 volumes. This
building is a sincere effort to achieve a contemporary
yet regional architectural expression.
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In Southern
New Mexico
you can always
count on Atlas
o

•
•
•

Concrete Masonry Units
Solar Screen
Strestcrete Floor & Roof Slabs
Duo-wire
Sakrete® • Stucco

BUILDING PRODUCTS CO.
For deta ils call or wr ite Walter Frank , Box 9977, EI Paso, Texas

TI~OO~W

5D 'YEARSAGD '. ...

This was the modern way to heat
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Now there is a practical, low cost electric heating system
that allows you complete freedom of mater ial selection
and expression of design. It's Heat-of-Light .
Heat-of-Light put s to use the heat given off by lighting
fixtures, making it an effective, low-cost heating system,
free from maintenance, and at the same time, increasin g
the effectiveness of the over-all lighting system.

Call Ed Fogleman at the

PUBLIC SERVIC E COMPANY
OF NEW MEXICO
for complete details on
Heat-of- Light system.

20

Tel. 915 772·1451
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